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The February launch of the next 
ARIANE rocket has been delayed until late 
April, giving AMSAT engineers additional 
time to fine tune the Phase 3B satellite. 
Meanwhile, a proposal to launch a Phase 3C 
spacecraft with a military payload is being 
received favorably by Air Force officials. 
Modules for the Phase 3C were constructed 
in parallel with 3B and it should be poss- 
ible to complete the satellite for a 1984 
launch. 


AMSAT has also initiated PAC-SAT, a 
program to develop a satellite devoted to 
packet radio. A network of ground-based 
stations similar to our repeaters would 
relay signals up to the PAC-SAT for users 
and receive and r2transmit the downlink. 
Packet radio via satellite would be as 
simple as operating through W4DW/RPT. 


In yet another AMSAT proposal, nego- 
tiations are in progress to place some kind 
of amateur radio experiment aboard the 
ninth Space Shuttle flight in September of 
next year. More information should be forth- 
coming by the end of this year. 


One final word about AMSAT. If you 
are a member you must renew in January. If 


ISSUE 493 


you're not, an application appears else- 
where in this newsletter. Join us. 


On a trial basis, a ten-minute con- 
densation of the Westlink Report is being 
broadcast through OSCAR 8 whenever the 
satellite passes over us between 1720 and 
1900 on Saturday afternoon. It comes down 
on 435.195 mHz. Westlink Report is the 
publication which replaced Ham Radio Report. 


: There has been no change in the status 
of OSCAR 7 and OSCAR 8. 


The first week of November saw some 
good conditions on ten meters. The condi- 
tions also produced some unusual effects 
on the ten-meter beacons of the Soviet 
satellites, RS-5, 6, 7 and 8. When they 
approached from the North, I could begin 
to hear them over the northern coast of 
Russia, well out of line-of-sight range. 
The signals were weak with QSB and auroral 
buzz. I also received signals from the 
spacecraft beacons several times when they 
were over the Indian Ocean near a point 
on Earth directly opposite our location. 
This point is called the antipode and such 
propagation is known as antipodal pro- 
pagation. It is not confined to HF bands 
but has been observed at two meters and 70 
centimeters. 


UOSAT-OSCAR 9 continues in test and 
stabilization routines. These are expected 
to be completed by mid Cecember. 
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D NEWS 


BY=-- 
AL NOWAKOWSKI, W4VP 


DxX'ers are not known for their sense 
of humor. DX'ing is essentially a lonely, 
highly competitive game. 


Oh, there are a few jokers around 
(collectively called Slim) who delight in 
passing out bogus contacts to the TRUE 
DX'ers, but it takes a really innovative 
deception to raise even an evebrow from 
the DX gang. 


I mention this because recently some- 
one managed to perpetrate a rather in- 
genious prank on the TRUE DxX'ers »5y cre- 
ating a new country. The country was re- 
putedly an isolated government controlled 
island in the Pacific that was so clas- 
sified that it didn’t even appear on maps. 
The story was circulated that the island 
was being declassified, and that because 
of it's position relative to other U.S. 
territories, it would qualify as a NEW 
ONE. Mind you, all of this information 
was circulated to the various Dx bulletin 
editors in the form of rather officious 


looking documents, and most of the editors 


took hook, line, and sinker. 


As it turnsout, it was all a hoax. 
Some of the editors screamed for blood and 
FBI investigations. But other DxX'ers 
realized that a skilifully conceived hand 
of tomfoolery had been played, and while 
they could not openly condone such, they 
could at least appreciate the imagination 
and effort involved. 


What this is all leading up to is a 
confession on my part. No, I didn't pull 
off the Suitland Island caper, but I have 
made a small contribution to DX humor. 

At least I think I have. 


I would follow this routine, however, 
after the visitor was suitably impressed 
and handed the cards back, instead of 
slipping the cards back into the shoebox, 
I would casually leaf through them. 
Selecting cards, I would make comments 
such as "Ah yes, here's that 9U5 card that 
it took me seven dollars worth of IRC’s 
to finally snag. And This card is from 
a country that doesn't exist anymore. And 
boy, I had to chase this guy for six 
months before I worked him." 


At this point with the visitor in even 
more awe of my tenacity, operating skill, 
and financial irresponsibility, I would 
casually tear the cards in half and drop 
them into the wastebasket. 


The cards would often hit the bottom 
of the basket mere microseconds before 
the visitor's jaw hit the floor. I would 
continue the conversation along whatever 
line it had taken without skipping a beat. 
But I would NEVER explain why I had 
seemingly irrationally destroyed QSL's 
that I had worked hard for, and,for which, 
other DxX'ers would trade various portions 
of their anatomies. I would NEVER explain, 
EVER, and I am sure that there are a few 
hams who suspect me of some abnormal 
psychological bent. 


But I've had my fun with this ploy, 
so now I'll set them all at ease. Any 
TRUE DX‘'er without fail will eventually 
wind up with a handful of duplicate OSL's 
from some really exotic places. It's the 
nature of the game what with some cards 
going via bureaus, some received in reply 
to cards sent direct with IRC's, etc. But 
trust me, no matter how careful you are, 
you will wind up with duplicates. Now, 
which cards do you suppose I tore up? 


de W4VP 
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THE DECEMBER MEETING PROGRAM, 


"HAM-WATCH" 


DX'ers are active hams. It's natural 
that they meet many of the local hams. : 
Naturally, since DX'ers love to show off, 
the locals are invited over to see the 
super station, even if it’s not so super. 
There just seems to be something special 
about a station that talks around the 
world! 


Robert Sickels, W4RGF, in coordination 
with the State Department of Crime 
Control and Public Safety, has been 
working on a public service program 
for Amateurs called "Ham-Watch". As 

a continuing part of presentations 

on this program being given at Amateur 
Clubs throughout the state of North 
Carolina, W4RGF,-accompanied by L. D. 
Hyde and/or Joe Sherrill, Director and 
Deputy Director respectively of the 
Crime Prevention unit of the Department 
will visit RARS on December 1. 


During the course of these visits, it 
is mendatory that the DxX'er pull out a few 
of his more exotic QSL's and show off his 
achievements to the visitor. 


PS. as in public 


service NAgHEW 


One week and one club meeting since the 
last issue came out. No one has called 
to say we're doing too much. Two members 
took the initiative to volunteer for the 
Christmas traffic booth (tnx WD4ODT es 
KASULZ). Question: How many nights 

will we have the traffic booth? Answer: 
Depends cn how many members want to put 
in an evening's effort! 


Two last thoughts on State Fair '82: 
Elsewhere should appear a thank-you 

note from Bill Drummeter. Two members 
reported less than accentable episodes 
arising during their shift. A quick 
check with several others indicates all 
went smooth. If you worked a shift and 
left with a bad taste in your mouth, 
thought things should have gone smoother, 
give me a call. Otherwise we'll plan on 
doing it again next year. , 


On very short notice, WA4A00, WALAPK, 
WB4DCM, WB4YEOV, W4JUG and WD4LXR fell 
out on Sat., Nov. 6, to support the 
Raleigh Parks & Recreation Dept. (host) 
and Southeastern U.S. Masters Track & 
Field, Inc. (sponsor) 25 Km Masters 
National Championship Road Race. The 
only known casualty of the day's events 
was a fuse in DCM's rig (tnx 'AOO fer 
Gbiscyre), *tho’the last runner, still 
on course at the 13 mile mark over an 
hour and a half after the winner crossed 
the line, was left in the capable hands 


of race osificiais and Red Cross volunteers. 


We trust he finished the last two plus 
miles, and that's what counts. (RARS 
Runner Renown, W4FMN, was not entered, 
having passed up a local measly 25K 
run for a full marathon in the nation's 
capital that weekend. That's over 26 
MILES, or better than three gallons of 
gas for the 'new jalopy! Probably 
close to three king-size pizzas for 

the 'fmn motor.) 


So what's next? Back up tne Ked Cross 


for the Capital Area Classic Soccer 
Association, Dec 4+ & 5. More to come. 
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RARS XMAS PARTY 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 s 

SEVEN O'CLOCK 4. 

hosted by es 

& 

DR. AND MRS. GROVER C. COBB Wy 

6120 WINTHROP DRIVE ‘ig 

Members are asked to bring a £ 
tid-bit or two for the 

hors d-oervre table. 4 
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a American Red Cross Fee ee ceemene 
100 Peartree Lane 
Post Office Box 14405 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27620 
(819) 833-3014 


November 2, 1982 


Mr. Bruce Egger 

Amateur Radio Club 

1141 N. Spring Garden Circle 
Garner, N. C. 27529 


Dear Mr. Egger, 


On behalf of the Triangle Area Chapter, 

| wish to thank the Amateur Radio Club for 
their assistance as radio communicators 

at the First Aid Station at the N. C. State 
Fair. 


Twenty two of your members volunteered 
162 hours to operate the radio room. 
Their help was most appreciated. 


Again, many thanks, 


of 
Bilt Orulfimeter 


Safety Services Director 


Ho-Ho-Ho: Christmas is coming: Wonder what 
Santa has in his (her) bag of goodies for 
RARS members? 


KKKEKREKEKEKEKKKEKE 


Guess what? Santa has a treat for all good 
little hams. As of Oct 28, General class and 
higher licensed amateurs are permitted to use 
the new 10Mhz. band. CW and RTTY only with 
250 w. maximum input are allowed cx the fre- 
quencies of 10.101 to 10.109 and 10.115 to 
10.150 Mhz. 


KRRKKEKKEKEKEKKERE 


And what's this--a sugar plum for Lela, XYL 
of Jesse, W4JG, for being a good girl, obey- 
ing the doctor, getting better, and making 
all RARS members very happy. 


KKKEEKKKEKKKKEKEK 


And look--a big lollipop for Walt Smith, 
KA4SAGM, a brand new member for upgrading from 
Novice to General. Walt says he'll give Bob 
Johnson, AA4L, a lick of the lollipop for 
his help in this endeavor. 

KRKEKKKEKKKKEKKEKKKESE 


Dick Martin, KF4EP, RARS newest member gets 


a RARS welcome and a peppermint stick. 
KKEKRKEKKREKKREKEKERE 


Here's a chocolate drop for Bruce, WA9QNEW. 
He's been appointed Faculty Advisor to the 
Wake Tech Amateur Radio Club, WB4TOP. Super. 


KREKKKKREKKEREKKKEK 


And for Bert, W4FMN, a Christmas star for 
that marathon run. Gud Show! 
KeKKK KEK KRKKKEKEKKEE 


But wait, the bag is not empty. Santa has 
a couple of helpers a'waiting their turn. 


KKEKKKKEKKKKKEKEKK 


It's up! I'm on! My dream has come true! 
Special TNX, TNX, TNX to the following for 
all the great help and advice in the crea~ 
tion and erection of my tower and beam: 
Jim-WALAOO, Ann-WALAPK, Frank-KYLW, Rollin- 
NFLP, Murray-W6MVZ, Laverne-KALULZ, Dave- 
KALVIP, Jack-WBLMCU, Tom-KALWTA, Jim- 
WALYOM, Chuck-KLHF, Lynn-KLNYV, Doc-WlYZX, 
Larry Weiss, the OM, Son Mark, de Marty, NY4H 
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by 
BRUCE EGGERS 
WASNEW 


a cn 
Last month's column announced two 

new events for HAMFEST '83 (complete 
with one volunteer) and continued to 
solicit volunteers for all of the 
various tasks that must be tended to 
pull offour annual extravaganza. My 
phone has not rung once in the interim. 
So this month I'm announcing a special 
contest for all RARS members. It's 


called "The Most Original Excuse" 
contest. 


Hetween now and the January meeting, 

all RARS members will be asked to fill 
out an Official Entry Form (a plain 
piece of paper, 83 x 11 with name, call, 
address and phone number may be used). 
On the Official Entry Form (or suitable 
substitute) state in 50 words or less 
why YOU can not serve as chairman of 
the hamfest committee of your choice. 


A committee comprised of former Hamfest 
Chairmen will review all entries at the 
RARS Directors meeting on January 19 
and select the Most Original Excuse and 
a series of runner-ups. Grand Prize 
will be the opportunity to serve as 
Chairman of the Clean-Up Committee and 
appointment as Hamfest Chairman for 1984. 
Runner-up prizes will be the Chairs of 


the other vital functions and a descending 


number of points to be added to your 
entry's score for the following year's 
contest, thereby improving your chance 
of winning in case you can't come up 
with a better Most Original Excuse during 
the intervening year. Good-Luck to all! 
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GREETINGS-to the many guys and gals who have 
helped Lela and me during our "maladies." 

We do express to you our deepest apprecia- 
tion for cards, calls, thoughts, prayers, 
and assistance. Those are the things which 
Strengthen the cammaraderie of "Ham Radio," 
and also dispell the uncertainties of 
people. Again our thanks; 73's, 88's, and 
may the. Christmastide bring to you many 
blessings. Love, 


Lela and Jesse, W4JG 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


he regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh 
mateur Radio Society was held on November 3, 
982, in the West Community Room at Crabtree 
‘alley Mall. After coffee, doughnuts and 
‘ellowship, the meeting was called to order by 
resident "Doc" Cobb, WLYZX, and members and 
ruests were welcomed. The roster was signed 
yy 65 members and 25 guests. 


eed Whitten, ABLW, Wake County Emergency 
‘oordinator, gave the favorable results of the 
‘ecent Simulated Emergency Test. He also 
massed out cards for members to sign up for 
-he ARES computerized telephone call up list. 
lert Bailey, WLFMN, announced 2 races to be 
eld this month. One is on Nov. 6 for 15 
tiles and one Nov. 26 and 27, a cross-country 
‘un around Meredith College. Sign up sheets 
rere passed around for these races. 


lruce Eggers, WAQNEW, asked for members to 

ilen up to help with the Capital Area Classic 
soccer League to be held here the first weekend 
n December. He also reminded members we will 
igain have the Crabtree Mall Christmas message 
renter. All who are interested in these public 
iervice projects are asked to call Bruce. 


shuck Littlewood, KLHF, announced that ARRL 
julletin #95, dated October 28, states that <. 
immateurs can now use the 10 Mhz. band. All 

50 Kes may be used except 10.1.0 to 10.1.5 

rhich has priority radio service. This new band 
has a maximum input of 250 watts, cw and RTTY. 
"he Secretary read the nominations for the of- 
ices for 1982-83 and cast a unanimous ballot 


for RARS for these officers. The vote was secon- 


fed and carried by the club members for the 
"ellowing officers: 


Vice President: John Swain-WDLODT 
Treasurer: Norm Plaks-KNLG 

| Public Service & 

| Hamfest Dir: Bruce Eggers-WASNEW 
Education: Bob Johnson-AALL 
FY. Committee: Billy Edwards -Kl BWC 


Public Relations & 

_ Membership: Audrey Browne-WBLZSM 
| Newsletter: Frank Weiss-KYLW 
Doe announced we will have a Christmas 
‘party in December. The time and place has 


A HAM’S CHRISTMAS 


‘Twas the night before Christmas, 
And in the ham shack 

Was the warm glow of tubes in the 
Transmitter rack. 

The log was brought up to date with great care 
In case the FCC might someday be there. 


OM and harmonics were snug in their beds 
(No Tennessee Indians to addle their heads). 
I plugged in the mike and new VFO 
And settled myself down for a nice QSO. 


When from the relays, there rose such a clatter, 
I yanked the big switch to see what was the matter. 
Then up on the roof, by the two-meter beam, 
There came QRM like a hetrodyne scream!! 
“On Icom”, “on Robot”, on Collins” and “Elmac”’, 
“On Astro”,"“on Heathkit”, “on Alpha” and “Elmac”, 
Bias to the grid and volts to the plate, 
Just watch that S-meter while they all modulate. 


As I turned to the rig and reached for the dial 
From the antenna tuner Santa slid with a smile. 
An KF choke he held tight in his teeth, 
And coax encircled his head like a wreath! 


A bundle of ham gear he had flung on his back; 
Did I see my name on a new power pack? 
He had a stub nose, like an egg insulator, 
And his cheeks glowed bright red like a hot oscillator. 


He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, 
Laying out all the gear: then, turned with a jerk. 
Then, laying a key longside of his nose, 
Said ‘‘Please QSL."’ and up the feeders he rose. 


He climbed along the dipole, to his team gave a whistle, 
And away they all flew like a jet propelled missile. 
But I heard his last signal from the distant ionosphere: 

Seventy-three, eighty-eight. 
Merry Christmas from here!!! 
FROM: SMOKE TEST, DECEMBER 1981 
WESTERN CAROLINA ARS, INC. 


not been decided but will be in the news- 
letter and hope all plan to attend. 


The program for the evening was our annual 
auction. It was an enjoyable evening for 
all members and guests. 


The door prize was won by one of our guests, 

Carolyn Pearson, KALYAJ. The meeting was 

then adjourned. Marty Silver, NYLH 
Secretary, RARS 


BERT’S 
BEAT 


WITH 
BERT BAILEY, whFMN 


ones a 


IS RFI THE PROBLEM 2722 227772292922? 
Tt may be with us hams and Civili- 
ans. But military?The US is spend- 
ing billions on RF jamming systems 
but only peanuts on defeating 
infr-red,electro-optical and visu- 
al threats that will be just as bad 
as RFI.RF guided weapons killed our 
soldiers in VN but that was LAST 
war. Now we need to look at new at- 
tacks on our defenses. And 7at me- 
ans IR,EO and vis defenses.Some see 
the need but no money is gotten 

for this effort or efforts.The =X0- 
CET, Styx and Sea Dart, radar guid- 
ed weapons all, that got press notes, 
but that ole Sidewinder upstairs 
was an IR guided weapon, Looking at 
USS fire controls on ships reveal 
little holes in their radar anten- 
nas.Holes? What are they.They are, 
get this, EO(electro-optival) 
trackers used when RF antennas are 
jammed(by us).Other odd looking 
items dangling from USSR antennas 
are such things as laser trackers 
and who knows what else.Some Euro 
pean and Scandinavian countries 
have built outstanding fire-control 
systems with laser,=0 and vis sys 
tems built into the same unit.But 
not US.So wha'hoppens to our young 
pilots when they scramble when the 
balloon goes up and they face new 
"bullets" and have no counter-atta- 
ck?A big USSR ship,Berezina,is re- 


ported to carry Strut Curve,Pop 
Group,Muff Cob, and Bass Tilt 
radars,What's all this?Beats me: 
But maybe we had better check into 
improving our ECM beyond RFI anti- 
what-have-you,We always have the 
latest state of the art in the lab 
and our SALTy enemies have what 
may be secondary state-of-the art 
BUT it's ready to go NOW.Anyway, 

I think theSe matters are proper- 
ly printable in a rag like this 
Since we hams ARE deeply involv- 
ed in RFI,Maybe some of our 
Species intelligenstia can probe 
into anti-IR and EO measures??2? | 
Nuff) Said , Heese iiiiisiieegee tee 
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Ole Bert took a break from setting 
up hams for the 25K in Raleigh on 
Saturday 6 Nov. Big Bruce of WA4 
NEW fame handled that ball and he' 
Should have that covered elsewhere 
herein. Was absent because I---at 
long last-- ran my first Marathon. 
It was another Jarhead event.They 
do get around at these semi and 
full marathons, And, I must admit, 
they do a real,topnotch job of ‘em 
all. Anyway,I completed the one 

in the Nation's Capitol on Sunday 

7 Nov. And,friends,you canncet begin 
to comprehend the torture of those 
last 4 or 5 miles. Of all 26 plus 
385 yards, those Jast 3 or 4 or 5 
are THE PITS. Ask somebody who 
knows, BUT when you run across that 
finish line, or into the chute, well 
it's just like surviving combat. 
Try it, you'll hate itiiiiii UNLESS 
you survive, And then, ya@u'll LOVE 
it. miele Z ove nee 
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COMMENT: We love ya, too, BERTI 
Congratulations--we're proud of you! 


Enclosed are my dues of $16. 


(New Member 


"Renewal 


Name 


Address 


City 


AMSAT, P.O. Box 27, Washington, DC 20044 


Yes, | want to be a member of the AMSAT Team and receive ORBIT Magazine. 


eee 


Call 


State Patches 27 


——— 
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A REPORT ON DXPO-82 


Several members of Rars made the 
trip up to Gaithersburg, MD for DXPO-82. 
These gatherings of DX types have been 
held now for several years on a bi-annual 
basis and are sponsored by NCDXA, the 
National Capitol DX Association. This 
year's was another good one and all who 
attended had a bang up time. 


Just let me say that it is a little 
embarassing since nearly everyone there 
is either on the Honor Roll or at least 
has a 300+ sticker on their name badge, 
However, it's really nice to meet some of 
the guys known as Big Guns who are heard 
regularly in the DXpedition pile-ups. 


The program was well rounded with 
propagation forecasts for the next couple 
of years, some excellent travel slides 
from wierd places like China, Burma, and 
Navassa Island and some really technical 
stuff like, "How to get your five band 
WAZ in ieee than two years." Actually, 
the program was very entertaining and, 
of course, the exposure to the people who 
» on the expeditions helps make it all 
seem more personal. It was the first one 
that I have had the opportunity to attend 
and I sure will try to make the next one! 


There was a lot of talk about some 
of the upcoming expeditions as well as 
discussion of possibilities of activation 
of some of the places we all need. The 
Heard Island project is still on and is 
expected in late December or Early Jan. 
This will probably be the biggest pile up 
of this year or maybe even ever. 


The slides on China were most ably 
presented by Jean Chittenden, WA2BGE. One 
felt afterwards that they had actually 
seen a portion of that country. It will 
mean a lot more now if I can ever work 
BYIPK. By the way, BY8AA has been heard 
on 15 meters with a really awful signal. 
When I first heard him he was drifting so 
bad I couldn't keep him in the pass band 
of the receiver. 


If you ever have a chance to hear 
Vince Thompson, K5VT, by all means go. 


— — —_— —_ —; 
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I Merry Christmas oT o ecryont. j 
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His presentation of entertaining slides of 
some of the lesser known countries of Africa 
along with his keen wit were enjoyed by all. 


Then there was Roger Stevens, K5VRX, 
who had the golden opportunity of DXing 
from Rhodes, the Greek Island noted for 
Scandinavian beauties on Holiday. Ha!, 
and he called it a DXpedition. Anyway, 
Roger is one of the most entertaining of 
the DX breed. 


Gary Dixon, K4MQG, who holds the first 
U.S. five band WAZ ( and Number 2 in the 
world), told us how he went about this 
feat. He was very explicit and gave us 
lots of hints about how to pry those 
cards loose from the desired rare ones. 


The session on ]60 meter Dxing by 
Wally Eckels, W8LRL, was very interest- 
ing to me as that is one of my favorite 
activities in the winter. He also had 
Slides of about 50 DX stations with their 
antenna systems. The set ups range from 
very modest to really sophisticated. In 
fact some of them would make your mouth 
water, Like five 180 ft towers and full 
size bobtail curtains on ]60! 


Well there were some other sessions 
but I think you get the point that the 
next time DXPO is announced you had better 
make plans to attend. 


73, and Don't forget the RARS 
meeting on DEC. l, 


Doc, W4YZX 
a a ee 


NET MEMBERS, IT'S RENEWAL TIME----- RARS 
news is available to all N.C. National 
Traffic System Net members at only $3.50 
per year. If you have been receiving the 
newsletter, it's time to send your check 
for the next year's subscription to: 
Sherman Starnes, W4TZU; Rt. 1, Box 99; 
Franklinton, f!.C. 27525. New subscribers 
are welcome. 
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: RARS meets each first Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the ( 
( West Community Room of Crabtree Valley Mall. \ 
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Qalendar 


Dec. 


1 - Regular RARS Meeting 
Crime Control-Hamwatch program 


4, 5 - Capital Area Soccer League 
Public Service Program 


4, 5 - APRIL 160 Meter Contest 

7 - Deadline for Jan. Newsletter 
11, 12 - ARRL 10 Meter Contest 
12 - RARS XMAS PARTY: 


Dec. 
Dec. 


Jan. 


Jan. 


13---18 - RARS Crabtree Valley/ 
Cary ARC - Cary Village 
Xmas Message Week 
15 - RARS Advisory Board Meeting 
25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS. 


5 - Regular RARS Meeting 
DX-pedition Program 


15 - World Communications Year 
Contest, See p.100 Nov. ‘82 QST 


